CHAPTER VI
IF any one who did not wish to read through the seven volumes of the Origines, but only desired to form an opinion of Renan as a historian, were to ask me what part of them he should read, I should certainly reply the fourth volume, that to which its author gave the name of UAntechrist. Like its predecessors it also opens with a long Introduction, but one which deals almost entirely with points as interesting to the general reader as to the student. The author begins by pointing out that the period which he is about to treat is the most extraordinary in the whole history of Christianity, with the exception of the three or four years covered by the ministry of Jesus. Up to this time the opposition between the new sect and the world into which it had been born was not very strongly marked. There had been some slight persecution on the part of the Tews ; but